Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

A Student's Journey from Dreams to Leadership

Early Life & Education

Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam was born on 15 October 1931 in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. He
grew up in a modest family and developed a strong interest in learning, science and mathematics. As a
school student, Kalam was hardworking and curious. He also helped support his family by distributing
newspapers while continuing his studies. His early life taught him discipline, responsibility and the value
of education.

Building a Career in Science

Kalam studied physics at Saint Joseph's College in Tiruchirappalli and later studied aeronautical
engineering at the Madras Institute of Technology. He went on to work with India's space and defence
programmes, including the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO). His work on launch vehicles and missile technology earned him the
popular title 'Missile Man of India.'

Why His Story Matters to Students

Kalam's journey shows that a student's background does not have to define their future. He believed that
education should develop not only knowledge but also character, creativity and confidence. He
encouraged young people to set ambitious goals, learn from failure and keep working toward their
dreams.

“Dream, dream, dream. Dreams transform into thoughts and thoughts result in action.”



Achievements & National Service

From Scientist to President of India

India's 'People's President'

Dr. Kalam became the 11th President of India and served from 2002 to 2007. He was widely admired for
his simple personality, humility and close connection with students. Even after leaving the presidency, he
continued teaching, writing and interacting with young people across the country. He received the Bharat
Ratna, India's highest civilian award, in 1997.

A Life Dedicated to Learning

Kalam remained a lifelong learner and teacher. He wrote books that encouraged young Indians to think
positively about the country's future, including Wings of Fire, his autobiography, and Ignited Minds, which
focuses on India’'s youth and national development. His life is often used as an example of how
education, perseverance and a clear purpose can help a person overcome difficult circumstances.

Important Dates

15 October 1931 Born in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu

1950s Studied physics and aeronautical engineering
1960s-1990s Contributed to India's space and defence programmes
1997 Received the Bharat Ratna

2002-2007 Served as the 11th President of India

27 July 2015 Passed away while delivering a lecture to students

Lesson for Every Student

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam'’s life reminds students that success begins with a dream but grows through
education, discipline and consistent effort. His story encourages students to stay curious, respect their
teachers, learn from setbacks and use their knowledge to make a positive difference in society.

Educational Theme: Dream Big  Learn Continuously « Work Hard  Serve Others



